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MELANOMA BY THE NUMBERS 2020  

Visit dermatology.ca for more information on the prevention and early detection of skin cancer.  

ANNUAL INCREASES IN MELANOMA CASES  
While the incidence rates of some types of cancer are decreasing 

every year (e.g. laryngeal for both sexes, lung cancer in males, 
and cervical cancer in females), melanoma is among the types that 

continue to increase annually.

MELANOMA COMPARED TO 
OTHER TYPES OF CANCER 2  

IN FEMALES, the incidence rate for 
melanoma was stable from the 
mid-1980s to the mid-1990s; since 
1994, the rate has increased by 
2.0% per year – the 2nd-largest 
overall increase in incidences for 
females, after liver cancer (2.7%). 

IN MALES, the incidence rate for 
melanoma has increased 
steadily at 2.2% per year since 
1984 – the 3rd-largest overall 
increase in incidences for males, 
after thyroid cancer (6.4%) and 
multiple myeloma (2.6%).  

In 2019, melanoma was 
the 7th most common 
type of newly diagnosed 
cancer for both males 
and females.

Among youth and young 
adults (ages 15 to 29), 
melanoma was the 4th 
most common newly 
diagnosed cancer – 7% 
of the total new cases 
diagnosed – after 
thyroid, testicular, and 
Hodgkin lymphoma. 
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipisc-
ing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincid-
unt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci 
tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure 
dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie 
consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis 
at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui 
blandit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis 
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi.
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, cons ectetuer adipisc-
ing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincid-
unt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci 
tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat.
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipisc-
ing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincid-
unt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci 
tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure 
dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie 

IN 2020, AN ESTIMATED1: 

8,000 1,300
CANADIANS 

will be diagnosed with 
melanoma skin cancer

CANADIANS 
will die from 

melanoma skin cancer

4,400 3,600
MEN will be diagnosed 

with melanoma skin cancer 
and 870 will die from it 

WOMEN will be diagnosed 
with melanoma skin cancer 

and 450 will die from it..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
.

..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
.

2.0%
per year

for women

2.2%
per year
for men

7th

4th

TRENDS IN MORTALITY RATES  
Mortality rates have increased for melanoma, 
particularly for males (1.2% per year since 1984). 
In females, the increase in mortality rates was 0.4%.  

SURVIVAL RATES   
Survival rates for melanoma are high compared to 
most other forms of cancer – second only to rates 
for thyroid cancer.  
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